
 

 

PROPOSED RULE MAKING 
CR-102 (June 2004) 
 (Implements RCW 34.05.320) 

Do NOT use for expedited rule making
Agency:  Department of Health 

 Preproposal Statement of Inquiry was filed as WSR   ; or  
 Expedited Rule Making--Proposed notice was filed as WSR   ; or 
 Proposal is exempt under RCW 34.05.310(4). 

 Original Notice 
 Supplemental Notice to WSR   
 Continuance of WSR   

Title of rule and other identifying information: (Describe Subject)  
      Revisions to the Group A Public Water Supplies regulations, chapter 246-290 WAC are necessary to be consistent with RCW 
70.119A.180 - Water Use Efficiency Requirements. 

 

Hearing location(s):       Department of Health 
Point Plaza East-Conference Room 152 
310 Israel Road SE 
Tumwater, Washington  98504 

Submit written comments to: 
Name: Theresa Phillips 
Address:       Office of Drinking Water 
PO Box 47822 
Olympia, Washington  98504-7822 
Website: http://www3.doh.wa.gov/policyreview/ 
fax      (360) 236-2252                         by (date) 05/06/2008 

Date: May 6, 2008                               Time: 2:00 p.m. 

 
Date of intended adoption:    05/20/2008 
(Note:  This is NOT the effective date) 

Assistance for persons with disabilities:   Contact 

Theresa Phillips by 04/29/2008 
TTY (800) 833-6388  or () 711 

Purpose of the proposal and its anticipated effects, including any changes in existing rules:  
      The objective of the rule revision is to amend the water use efficiency goal setting requirement to align with RCW 70.119A.180(4)(c) 

by requiring that water use efficiency goals are set for consumers. 
 
 
Reasons supporting proposal:   
      The proposed rule amendment is necessary to meet the direction in the statute.  

Statutory authority for adoption:  
RCW 70.119A.180 

Statute being implemented:  
RCW 70.119A.180 

Is rule necessary because of a: 
Federal Law? 
Federal Court Decision? 
State Court Decision? 

If yes, CITATION: 
 

  Yes 
  Yes 
  Yes 

  No 
  No 
  No 

DATE   03/31/08 
 

NAME (type or print) 
Mary C. Selecky 

SIGNATURE 

 

TITLE 
Secretary 

 

CODE REVISER USE ONLY 

 

 

(COMPLETE REVERSE SIDE) 



Agency comments or recommendations, if any, as to statutory language, implementation, enforcement, and fiscal 
matters: 
      None. 

 

Name of proponent: (person or organization)       Washington State Department of Health 
 

 Private 
 Public 
 Governmental 

Name of agency personnel responsible for:   
 Name Office Location Phone 

Drafting............... Theresa Phillips 243 Israel Rd SE, Tumwater, WA  98504-7822 (360) 236-3147 

Implementation.... Theresa Phillips 243 Israel Rd SE Tumwater, WA  98504-7822 (360) 236-3147 

Enforcement.........Theresa Phillips 243 Israel Rd SE Tumwater, WA  98504-7822 (360) 236-3147 

Has a small business economic impact statement been prepared under chapter 19.85 RCW? 
  
  Yes.  Attach copy of small business economic impact statement. 
 
 A copy of the statement may be obtained by contacting: 
   Name:  
   Address:        
 
 phone   

 fax        
 e-mail    

 
  No.  Explain why no statement was prepared. 
      A small business economic impact statement (SBEIS) was not prepared.    Under RCW 19.85.025 and 34.05.310(4)(e), a SBEIS is not 
required for a proposed rule where the content of the  rule is explicitly and specifically dictated by statute. 
                 

Is a cost-benefit analysis required under RCW 34.05.328? 
 
  Yes     A preliminary cost-benefit analysis may be obtained by contacting: 
   Name:  
   Address:        
 
 phone   

 fax       
                  e-mail    
 
  No: Please explain:       The agency did not complete a cost benefit analysis under RCW 34.05.328.  RCW 34.05.328(5)(b)(v) 
exempts rules the content of which is explicitly and specifically dictated by statute. 
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AMENDATORY SECTION (Amending WSR 07-02-025B, filed 12/22/06,
effective 1/22/07)

WAC 246-290-830  Water use efficiency goal setting.  (1) The
elected governing board or governing body of the public water
system shall establish water use efficiency goals within one year
of the effective date of this rule for systems serving one thousand
or more total connections, and within two years of the effective
date of this rule for systems serving less than one thousand total
connections.

(2) Water use efficiency goals must be designed to enhance the
efficient use of water by the water system's ((and/or its))
consumers.

(3) If a municipal water supplier determines that further
reductions over current consumption levels are not reasonably
achievable, the municipal water supplier shall provide
justification that considers historic water use efficiency
performance and investment and any other factors that support that
determination.  Justification must be provided in water use
efficiency programs developed under WAC 246-290-810 and in water
use efficiency performance reports developed under WAC 246-290-840.

(4) Municipal water suppliers must provide documentation when
requested by the department and in water use efficiency programs
developed under WAC 246-290-810 that demonstrates the following
goal setting requirements have been met:

(a) Goals shall be set in a public forum that provides
opportunity for consumers and the public to participate and comment
on the water use efficiency goals;

(b) Public notice must occur at least two weeks prior to the
public forum.  Public notice must include the purpose, date, time,
and place of the forum, and where materials supporting the
rationale for the proposed goals can be reviewed;

(c) The elected governing board or governing body of the
public water system shall review and consider all comments
received;

(d) The following must be made available to the public for the
purpose of fully documenting the basis for each goal:

(i) The information listed under WAC 246-290-810(4);
(ii) Annual water use efficiency performance reports prepared

under WAC 246-290-840;
(iii) Water supply characteristics description in accordance

with WAC 246-290-100 (4)(f)(iii)(B) or source description in
accordance with WAC 246-290-105 (4)(f); and

(iv) A summary of the comments received and how they were
considered.

(5) Existing public processes may be used if all requirements
listed under subsection (4) of this section are met.
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(6) Water use efficiency goals must include:
(a) Consideration of the system's forecasted demand and water

supply characteristics;
(b) Measurable outcomes in terms of reduced or maintained

water production or usage.  Outcomes may be expressed on a per
capita, per connection, total system, or other basis as deemed
appropriate by the municipal water supplier;

(c) A schedule for achieving the water use efficiency goals;
and

(d) Implementation schedule for each water use efficiency
measure selected under WAC 246-290-810(4).

(7) The elected governing board or governing body of the
public water system shall evaluate and reestablish water use
efficiency goals following the process identified in subsection (4)
of this section at least every six years and as part of a water
system plan approval under WAC 246-290-100 or small water system
management program approval under WAC 246-290-105.

(8) Water use efficiency goals may be changed at any time in
accordance with subsection (4) of this section.  Changes to goals
must be identified in the next performance report.

(9) Water use efficiency programs must be modified if any
water use efficiency goal is not met.  Program modifications must
be designed to achieve the system's water use efficiency goals.
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