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SECTION 1: 
Describe the proposed rule, including a brief history of the issue, and explain why 
the proposed rule is needed. 
The Nursing Care Quality Assurance Commission’s (commission) legislative panel 
recently completed a review of the benefits of apprenticeship programs and 
opportunities to improve transition into the workforce for licensed practical nurse (LPN) 
students. After the review the panel reported to the commission its recommendation to 
open the rules to grant LPN students the same opportunity as registered nurse (RN) 
students to obtain a nursing technician credential. The commission determined that 
rulemaking was necessary and a CR101 was filed opening WAC 246-840-010, 246-
840-840, and 246-840-850 to consider amendments to nursing technician rules to 
provide practice opportunities to LPN students. The commission later determined that 
granting the same opportunity to LPN students would provide a positive impact on the 
students and allow for a better transition into the workforce by allowing them to gain 
valuable judgment and knowledge through expanded work opportunities. The 
commission proposes that amending the rules is the best option to allow LPN students 
to have an opportunity to practice as a nursing technician fulfilling the purpose of RCW 
18.79.010. 
 

 
 
SECTION 2: 
Is a Significant Analysis required for this rule? 
Yes. The proposed rule requires significant analysis as described in RCW 
34.05.328(5)(c)(iii)(B) because it establishes, alters, or revokes any qualification or 
standard for the issuance, suspension, or revocation of a license or permit. 
 

 
 
SECTION 3: 
Clearly state in detail the general goals and specific objectives of the statute that 
the rule implements. 
RCW 18.79.010 provides the overarching goal that the commission must regulate the 
competency and quality of professional healthcare providers under the commission’s 
jurisdiction by establishing, monitoring, and enforcing qualifications for licensure, 
nursing practice, continuing competency, and discipline. 
 
RCW 18.79.110(4) gives the commission clear authority to adopt rules necessary to 
fulfill the purposes of chapter 18.79 RCW. 
 
RCW 18.79.340 defines nursing technicians and states that the commission may adopt 
rules for nursing technicians to implement chapter 258, Laws of 2003.  
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The proposed amendments to WAC 246-840-010, WAC 246-840-840, and WAC 246-
840-850 meet the intent of the underlying statutes by making the nurse technician 
credential available to LPN students in approved programs. This will improve transition 
into the workforce for LPN students and allow them to gain valuable judgment and 
knowledge through expanded work opportunities. 
 

 
 
SECTION 4: 
Explain how the department determined that the rule is needed to achieve these 
general goals and specific objectives.  Analyze alternatives to rulemaking and the 
consequences of not adopting the rule. 
The commission is required by RCW 18.79.110(4) to adopt such rules under chapter 
34.05 RCW as are necessary to fulfill the purposes of this chapter. The purpose of the 
chapter as defined in RCW 18.79.010 is to regulate the competency and quality of 
professional health care providers under its jurisdiction by establishing, monitoring, and 
enforcing qualifications for licensing, consistent standards of practice, continuing 
competency mechanisms, and discipline. Rules, policies, and procedures developed by 
the commission must promote the delivery of quality health care to the residents of the 
state of Washington. 
 
The proposed amendments to WAC 246-840-010, WAC 246-840-840, and WAC 246-
840-850 meet the intent of the underlying statutes by making the nurse technician 
credential available to LPN students in approved programs through enforceable and 
consistent standards. This will improve transition into the workforce for LPN students 
and allow them to gain valuable judgment and knowledge through expanded work 
opportunities. 
 
The alternative was to make no changes to the rule. The consequences of not adopting 
the rule would mean that LPN students cannot gain valuable judgment and knowledge 
through expanded work opportunities as nursing technicians. 
 

 
 
SECTION 5: 
Explain how the department determined that the probable benefits of the rule are 
greater than the probable costs, taking into account both the qualitative and 
quantitative benefits and costs and the specific directives of the statute being 
implemented. 
Table 1: Non-Significant Rule Identification 
# WAC Section Section Title Reason   
1 246-840-010 Definitions. The proposed rule is exempt from analysis 
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under RCW 34.05.328(5)(c). Definitions do 
not set or modify a requirement to obtain a 
license, cannot be violated, and do not 
adopt substantive provisions of law. 

2 246-840-850 Use of 
nomenclature. 

This section of rule is exempt from 
analysis under RCW 34.05.328(5)(b)(iv). 
The change clarifies language in the rule 
without changing its effect.  

 
The proposed rules that are considered legislatively significant are analyzed 
below. 
 
WAC 246-840-840 Nursing technician 
 
Rule Overview: The rule explains the role and responsibilities of the nursing technician 
and the approved settings in which a nursing technician may work. 
 
Amendment: The amendment adds LPN students to those eligible to become nursing 
technicians. 
 
Rule Cost/Benefit Analysis:  The proposed rule amendments would reduce barriers, 
improve access to student nursing clinical experience, and contribute to patient safety 
by better preparing nursing students with clinical experience. The proposed rule 
amendments would contribute to an increase in a proficient and safe nursing population, 
ultimately meeting the commission’s goal of providing a competent nursing workforce to 
address the healthcare needs of the Washington State population. Improving the 
efficiency of nursing education programs to produce clinically prepared future nurses 
meets the overarching intent of the commission described in RCW 18.79.010. The 
amendment makes the nursing technician credential available to LPN students in 
approved nursing educational programs. This will improve transition into the workforce 
for LPN students and allow them to gain valuable judgment and knowledge through 
expanded work opportunities. 

 
 
SECTION 6: 
Identify alternative versions of the rule that were considered and explain how the 
department determined that the rule being adopted is the least burdensome 
alternative for those required to comply with it that will achieve the general goals 
and specific objectives state previously. 
The commission considered maintaining the current WAC language, which does not 
permit LPN students to become nursing technicians. The suggested amendments 
expand opportunities for LPN students as an optional credential.  
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SECTION 7: 
Determine that the rule does not require those to whom it applies to take an 
action that violates requirements of another federal or state law. 
The rule does not require those to whom it applies to take action that violates the 
requirements of federal or state law. 
 

 
 
SECTION 8: 
Determine that the rule does not impose more stringent performance 
requirements on private entities than on public entities unless required to do so 
by federal or state law. 
The rule does not impose more stringent performance requirements on private entities 
than on public entities. 
 

 
 
SECTION 9: 
Determine if the rule differs from any federal regulation or statute applicable to 
the same activity or subject matter and, if so, determine that the difference is 
justified by an explicit state statute or by substantial evidence that the difference 
is necessary. 
The rule does not differ from any applicable federal regulation or statute. 
 

 
 
SECTION 10: 
Demonstrate that the rule has been coordinated, to the maximum extent 
practicable, with other federal, state, and local laws applicable to the same 
activity or subject matter. 
There are no other applicable laws. 
 


