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SECTON 1:   
Describe the proposed rule, including a brief history of the issue, and explain why 
the proposed rule is needed. 
 
The board of nursing home administrators (board) is proposing to amend WAC 246-
843-130 to permanently allow continuing education credit for pandemic related training 
and experience and, for a limited time, allow nursing home administrators to attest to 
such training acquired under self-study methods if proof of course completion isn’t 
otherwise provided. 
 
The proposal would permanently adopt the board's emergency rule as filed on February 
10, 2021 under WSR 21-05-030. The emergency process was used to allow licensees 
to continue to perform their job of protecting residents and focus on immediate patient 
needs during the Coronavirus 2019 disease (COVID-19) response, which continues to 
be overwhelming for many nursing homes and long-term care facilities.  
 
Permanent adoption of the emergency rule would allow administrators who are currently 
affected by the COVID-19 pandemic to encourage more training for licensees in the 
subject and to assist in avoiding a lapse in licensing, which would adversely affect 
residents. Permanent adoption of the rule would also allow licensees to continue with 
this type of continuing education through the pandemic and beyond that timeframe as it 
is important that administrators be prepared for pandemic emergencies in the future. 
 

 
 
SECTION 2: 
Is a Significant Analysis required for this rule? 
 
This rule requires an analysis as described in RCW 34.05.328 because it establishes, 
alters, or revokes qualifications or standards for the issuance, suspension, or revocation 
of a license. 
 

 
 
SECTION 3: 
Clearly state in detail the general goals and specific objectives of the statute that 
the rule implements. 
 
RCW 18.52.061(5) gives the board of nursing home administrators the authority to 
adopt a continuing competency program. One of the primary goals of this statute is 
patient safety via properly trained health care professionals. The board currently 
requires that every two years, a licensee complete thirty-six hours of continuing 
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education that meets board requirements.  The amendment continues to meet that 
intent while allowing additional content to qualify. 
 

 
 
SECTION 4: 
Explain how the department determined that the rule is needed to achieve these 
general goals and specific objectives.  Analyze alternatives to rulemaking and the 
consequences of not adopting the rule. 
 
Chapter 18.52 RCW, relating to licensure of nursing home administrators was passed 
by the legislature in 1970 and this rule was first put in place 1971 as a result.  This rule 
implements RCW 18.52.061 which gives the board the authority to adopt rules 
implementing a continuing competency program.   
 
Topics allowed for continuing education are intended to be tailored to a certain extent to 
the specific health profession. Given the nature of the work of nursing home 
administrators, their knowledge and awareness of pandemics is particularly important 
for patient safety of vulnerable populations.  
 
There is no viable alternative to rulemaking. Without rules, the board cannot establish 
enforceable administrative standards and fees to implement the underlying statutes. 
 

 
 
SECTION 5: 
Explain how the department determined that the probable benefits of the rule are 
greater than the probable costs, taking into account both the qualitative and 
quantitative benefits and costs and the specific directives of the statute being 
implemented. 
 
WAC 246-843-130 Continuing education requirements. 
 
Description of proposed rule: The proposed rule would allow nursing home 
administrators to include trainings in pandemic response and compliance measure 
towards their continuing education requirements. Until the end of 2022 nursing home 
administrators would be able to complete all the required 36 continuing education hours 
in the subject of pandemic response and compliance. During that time, licensees may 
also sign an attestation for self-study programs if proof of course completion isn’t 
provided to them. 
 
Cost/Benefit Analysis: The proposed amendments to this rule is a benefit to licensees 
in Washington State because it would help licensees comply with the rule already in 
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place, particularly during the COVID-19 pandemic. It also provides avenues to trainings 
crucial to the work of this profession. This amendment does not place additional cost on 
the nursing home administrator licensee.  The total required continuing education hours 
remains at 36. 
 

 

 
SECTION 6: 
Identify alternative versions of the rule that were considered, and explain how the 
department determined that the rule being adopted is the least burdensome 
alternative for those required to comply with it that will achieve the general goals 
and specific objectives state previously. 
 

The other option considered by the board was to leave the rule as is.  The board chose 
to adopt this rule so that licensees would have an easier time meeting continuing 
education during the COVID-19 pandemic and allow this important topic to be allowed 
to meet continuing education in the future. 

 

 
SECTION 7: 
Determine that the rule does not require those to whom it applies to take an 
action that violates requirements of another federal or state law.   
 
This rule does not require those to whom it applies to take action that violates other 
federal or state laws.  
 
 

 
 
SECTION 8: 
Determine that the rule does not impose more stringent performance 
requirements on private entities than on public entities unless required to do so 
by federal or state law. 
 
This rule does not impose more stringent performance requirements on private entities 
than public entities. 
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SECTION 9: 
Determine if the rule differs from any federal regulation or statute applicable to 
the same activity or subject matter and, if so, determine that the difference is 
justified by an explicit state statute or by substantial evidence that the difference 
is necessary. 
 
The rule does not differ from federal or state regulations. 
 

 
 
SECTION 10: 
Demonstrate that the rule has been coordinated, to the maximum extent 
practicable, with other federal, state, and local laws applicable to the same 
activity or subject matter. 
The rule has been coordinated with federal and state laws.  
 


