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SECTON 1:   
Describe the proposed rule, including a brief history of the issue, and explain why 
the proposed rule is needed. 
 
The Dental Quality Assurance Commission (commission) is proposing to adopt a new, 
permanent rule to allow dentists to delegate administration of novel coronavirus disease 2019 
(COVID-19) screening tests to registered dental assistants, licensed expanded function dental 
auxiliaries, and licensed dental hygienists with appropriate supervision and demonstration of 
competency. 
 
In response to COVID-19, screening for the disease is essential in dental practice. Dentistry 
produces large amounts of aerosols and it is important for dentists to appropriately screen 
patients prior to dental treatment. Delegation of COVID-19 screening test of patients assists 
dentists by reducing their workload to effectively continue dental care to patients. Knowing 
whether a patient is positive for COVID-19 will assist dentists in appropriate oral health 
treatment planning for the patient. 
 
The commission filed emergency rulemaking on December 30, 2020 as WSR# 21-02-040 for 
COVID-19 screening tests. The commission intends for the emergency rule to remain in place 
until the permanent rule is adopted. 
 
 

 
 
SECTION 2: 
Is a Significant Analysis required for this rule? 
 
Yes, as defined in RCW 34.05.328 the proposed rule requires a significant analysis. The 
proposed rule subjects a licensed dentist, licensed dental hygienist, licensed expanded function 
dental auxiliary, and registered dental assistant to a penalty or sanction for violation of rules. 
 
 

 
 
SECTION 3: 
Clearly state in detail the general goals and specific objectives of the statute that 
the rule implements. 
 
RCW 18.32.0365 gives the commission authority to adopt rules. RCW 18.29.050 and RCW 
18.260.070 allows dental hygienists and expanded function dental auxiliaries to perform duties 
under general or close supervision of a dentist. RCW 18.260.040 allows dental assistants to 
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perform duties under close supervision of a dentist. Since delegation lists already exists in 
current rule, rulemaking is necessary to allow the delegation. 
 
 

 
 
SECTION 4: 
Explain how the department determined that the rule is needed to achieve these 
general goals and specific objectives.  Analyze alternatives to rulemaking and the 
consequences of not adopting the rule. 
 
In response to COVID-19, the commission determined screening for the disease is essential to 
dental practice safety. Dentistry produces large amounts of aerosols and it is important for 
dentists to appropriately screen patients prior to dental treatment. Delegating patient COVID-19 
screening tests assists dentists by reducing their workload to effectively continue dental care to 
patients. Knowing a patient’s COVID-19 screening test result helps dentists prepare appropriate 
oral health treatment planning for the patient and maintain a safe work environment. 
 
Identifying acceptable tasks that may be delegated by a licensed dentist to dental support staff in 
rule establishes enforceable practice standards while ensuring patient safety. Since delegation 
lists already exists in current rule, rulemaking is necessary to allow the delegation. If the 
proposed rule is not adopted, the commission will be hampered in its ability to provide clear 
requirements for acceptable delegation of tasks. 
 
 

 
 
SECTION 5: 
Explain how the department determined that the probable benefits of the rule are 
greater than the probable costs, taking into account both the qualitative and 
quantitative benefits and costs and the specific directives of the statute being 
implemented. 
 
Rule Overview 
 
The proposed rule creates a new section that allows dentists to delegate administration of 
COVID-19 screening tests to licensed expanded function dental auxiliaries, and registered dental 
assistants under close supervision with demonstrated skills necessary to perform the task 
competently. Close supervision requires the dentist to be physically present in the treatment 
facility during the performance of a delegated task. 
 
The proposed rule allows a licensed dental hygienist to administer COVID-19 screening tests 
under general supervision with demonstration of competency. General supervision does not 
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require the dentist to be physically present in the treatment facility during the performance of a 
delegated task.  
 
 
Rule Cost/Benefit Analysis 
 
There is no cost for licensed dentists, licensed dental hygienists, licensed expanded function 
dental auxiliaries, or registered dental assistant to comply with this proposed rule. The benefit of 
the proposed rule provides better service to dental patients with consistent treatment. Delegation 
of COVID-19 screening test of patients assists dentists by reducing their workload to effectively 
continue dental care to patients. Knowing a patient’s COVID-19 screening test result helps 
dentists prepare appropriate oral health treatment planning for the patient and maintain a safe 
work environment. 
 
There is no anticipated loss of employment for dental staff as they will continue to perform all 
regular delegated tasks. The proposed rules allow for dental hygienists to perform this task under 
general supervision while expanded function dental auxiliaries and dental assistants would 
perform the same tasks under close supervision. 
 

 

 
SECTION 6: 
Identify alternative versions of the rule that were considered, and explain how the 
department determined that the rule being adopted is the least burdensome 
alternative for those required to comply with it that will achieve the general goals 
and specific objectives state previously. 
 
Description of alternatives considered: 
 
Close supervision for delegation to licensed dental hygienists was considered. The commission 
determined that licensed dental hygienists are educated and trained in higher-level dental tasks 
compared to licensed expanded function dental auxiliaries and registered dental assistants. 
Therefore, general supervision would be fitting for dental hygienists. 
 
The proposed rule is the least burdensome alternative for dentists and dental support staff that 
routinely treat patients.  
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SECTION 7: 
Determine that the rule does not require those to whom it applies to take an 
action that violates requirements of another federal or state law.   
 
The proposed rule amendment does not require those to whom it applies to take an action that 
violates requirements of federal or state law. 
 

 
 
SECTION 8: 
Determine that the rule does not impose more stringent performance 
requirements on private entities than on public entities unless required to do so 
by federal or state law. 
 
The proposed rule amendment does not impose more stringent performance requirements on 
private entities than on public entities. 
 

 
 
SECTION 9: 
Determine if the rule differs from any federal regulation or statute applicable to 
the same activity or subject matter and, if so, determine that the difference is 
justified by an explicit state statute or by substantial evidence that the difference 
is necessary. 
 
The proposed rule amendment does not differ from any applicable federal regulation or statute. 
 

 
 
SECTION 10: 
Demonstrate that the rule has been coordinated, to the maximum extent 
practicable, with other federal, state, and local laws applicable to the same 
activity or subject matter. 
 
The rule is coordinated to the maximum extent practicable with other applicable laws, Dental 
Hygienists chapter 18.29 RCW and Dental Professionals chapter 18.260 RCW. 
 


