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implement the suicide assessment, treatment and management training requirements set out in RCW 43.70.442, as amended by 
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treatment, and management or suicide assessment, screening and referral.  The proposed rules provide clarification related to the 
topics that must be in an approved course. 
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      It is the legislative intent that these rules will help lower the suicide rate in Washington by requiring mental health counselors, 
marriage and family therapists, advanced social workers, and independent clinical social workers to complete training in suicide 
assessment, treatment, and management.  Chemical dependency professionals, certified counselors, and certified advisers are 
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AMENDATORY SECTION (Amending WSR 09-14-111, filed 6/30/09, effective
7/1/09)

WAC 246-811-200  Continuing competency definitions.  (1) "Agency
sponsored training" is training provided by an agency that is not
limited to people working within that agency and is a professional de-
velopment activity as defined in subsection (7) of this section.

(2) "Continuing competency enhancement plan" is a plan showing
the goals an individual will develop to continue proficiency as a cer-
tified chemical dependency professional. This plan will be based on
core competencies of chemical dependency counseling listed in WAC
246-811-047 (2)(a) through (i) and on forms provided by the depart-
ment.

(3) "Continuing education" means a program or course (including
distance learning), seminar((s, or)) workshop((s)), or professional
conference((s)) approved by an industry-recognized ((local, state, na-
tional, international)) organization or institution of higher learning
listed in subsection (5) of this section.

(((2))) (4) "Distance learning" is industry-recognized education
obtained to enhance proficiency in one or more of the professional de-
velopment activities as defined in subsection (7) of this section,
through sources such as internet course work, satellite downlink re-
sources, telecourses, or correspondence courses.

(5) "Industry-recognized" is any local, state, national, or in-
ternational organization or institution of higher learning including,
but not limited to, the following:

(a) National Association of Alcoholism and Drug Abuse Counselors
(NAADAC);

(b) National Association of Addiction Treatment Providers
(NAATP);

(c) International Certification and Reciprocity Consortium
(ICRC);

(d) Northwest Indian alcohol/drug specialist certification board;
(e) Institutions of higher learning that are accredited by a na-

tional or regional accrediting body recognized by the Commission on
Recognition of Postsecondary Accreditation; and

(f) Division of behavioral health and recovery (DBHR), department
of social and health services.

(6) "In-service training" is training provided by an agency that
is limited to people working within that agency and is a professional
development activity as defined in subsection (7) of this section.

(7) "Professional development activities" means addiction compe-
tencies as outlined in WAC 246-811-047, including: Clinical evalua-
tion, individual counseling, group counseling, counseling family, cou-
ples, and significant others, professional and ethical responsibili-
ties, understanding addiction, treatment knowledge, application to
practice, professional readiness, treatment planning, referral, serv-
ice coordination, client, family, and community education, screening,
intake, assessment, clinical reports, clinical progress notes, dis-
charge summaries, and other client related data.

(((3) Industry recognized is any local, state, national, interna-
tional organization, or institution of higher learning, including, but
not limited to, the following organizations:

(a) National Association of Alcoholism and Drug Abuse Counselors
(NAADAC);
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(b) National Association of Addiction Treatment Providers
(NAATP);

(c) International Certification and Reciprocity Consortium
(ICRC);

(d) Northwest Indian alcohol/drug specialist certification board;
(e) Institutions of higher learning that are accredited by a na-

tional or regional accrediting body recognized by the Commission on
Recognition of Postsecondary Accreditation; or

(f) Division of alcohol and substance abuse (DASA).
(4) Distance learning is industry recognized education obtained

to enhance proficiency in one or more of the professional development
activities as outlined in subsection (2) of this section, through
sources such as, internet course work, satellite downlink resources,
telecourses, or correspondence courses.

(5) Agency sponsored training is training provided by an agency
that is not limited to people working within that agency and is a pro-
fessional development activity as outlined in subsection (2) of this
section.

(6) In-service training is training provided by an agency that is
limited to people working within that agency and is a professional de-
velopment activity as outlined in subsection (2) of this section.

(7) Continuing competency enhancement plan is a plan showing the
goals the CDP will develop to continue proficiency in their profes-
sion. The plan will be based on core competencies as listed in WAC
246-811-047. The plan will be developed on forms provided by the de-
partment.))

AMENDATORY SECTION (Amending WSR 09-14-111, filed 6/30/09, effective
7/1/09)

WAC 246-811-240  Number of continuing education hours required.
(1) A certified chemical dependency professional must complete twenty-
eight hours of continuing education (CE) every two years.

(a) At least fourteen hours must be completed in one or more of
the topic areas as described in WAC 246-811-030 (2)(a) through (w).

(b) At least four hours must be in professional ethics and law.
(c) The additional ten hours shall be in areas relating to the

various phases of their professional career.
(d) The training in suicide assessment, including screening and

referral, requirement listed in subsection (2) of this section shall
count towards meeting the CE requirements.

(2) Beginning January 1, 2014, at least once every six years a
certified chemical dependency professional must complete at least
three hours of training in suicide assessment, including screening and
referral assessment as specified in WAC 246-811-280.

(a) Except as provided in (b) of this subsection, the first
training must be completed during the first full CE reporting period
after January 1, 2014, or the first full CE period after initial cer-
tification, whichever occurs later.

(b) An individual applying for initial certification as a chemi-
cal dependency professional on or after January 1, 2014, may delay
completion of the first required training for six years after initial
certification if he or she can demonstrate completion of a three-hour
training in suicide assessment, including screening and referral that:
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(i) Was completed no more than six years prior to the application
for initial certification; and

(ii) Meets the qualifications listed in WAC 246-811-280(1).
(3) Nothing in this section is intended to expand or limit the

existing scope of practice of a certified chemical dependency profes-
sional or certified chemical dependency professional trainee creden-
tialed under chapter 18.205 RCW.

NEW SECTION

WAC 246-811-280  Suicide assessment training standards.  A quali-
fying training in suicide assessment, including screening and referral
must:

(1) Be approved by the American Foundation for Suicide Preven-
tion; the Suicide Prevention Resource Center; an industry-recognized
organization or an institution of higher learning listed in WAC
246-811-200; or an association which approves training programs based
on observation and experiment or best available practices.

(2) Be provided by a single provider and must be at least three
hours in length, which may be provided in one or more sessions.

(3) A certified chemical dependency professional who is a state
or local government employee is exempt from the requirements of this
section if he or she receives a total of at least three hours of
training in suicide assessment, including screening and referral from
his or her employer every six years. For purposes of this subsection,
the training may be provided in one three-hour block or may be spread
among shorter training sessions at the employer's discretion.

(4) A certified chemical dependency professional who is an em-
ployee of a community mental health agency licensed under chapter
71.24 RCW or a chemical dependency program certified under chapter
70.96A RCW is exempt from the requirements of this section if he or
she receives a total of at least three hours of training in suicide
assessment, including screening and referral from his or her employer
every six years. For purposes of this subsection, the training may be
provided in one three-hour block or may be spread among shorter train-
ing sessions at the employer's discretion.
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AMENDATORY SECTION (Amending WSR 09-15-039, filed 7/8/09, effective
7/8/09)

WAC 246-809-600 ((Who is)) Professions required to have continu-
ing education((?)). Licensed marriage and family therapists, licensed
mental health counselors, and licensed social workers are required to
have continuing education.

AMENDATORY SECTION (Amending WSR 04-06-010, filed 2/20/04, effective
3/22/04)

WAC 246-809-610 ((What courses are acceptable?)) Eligible con-
tinuing education activities. The continuing education (CE) program or
course must: Be relevant to licensed marriage and family therapists,
licensed mental health counselors and licensed social workers and must
contribute to the advancement, extension and enhancement of the pro-
fessional competence of the licensed marriage and family therapist,
licensed mental health counselor, and((/or)) licensed social worker.
Courses or workshops primarily designed to increase practice income or
office efficiency are not eligible for CE credit.

(1) Acceptable CE courses (including distance learning), semi-
nars, workshops and postgraduate institutes are those which are:

(a) Programs having a featured instructor, speaker(s) or panel
approved by an industry-recognized local, state, national, interna-
tional organization or institution of higher learning; or

(b) Distance learning programs, approved by an industry-recog-
nized local, state, national or international organization or institu-
tion of higher learning. These programs must require tests of compre-
hension upon completion. Distance learning programs are limited to
twenty-six hours per reporting period.

(2) Training programs sponsored by the agency where a counselor
is employed are acceptable if:

(a) The experience can be shown to contribute to the advancement,
extension and enhancement of the professional competence of the li-
censed marriage and family therapist, licensed mental health counselor
and/or the licensed social worker; and

(b) The training programs are limited to twenty-six hours per re-
porting period.

(3) Other learning experience, such as serving on a panel, board
or council, community service, research, peer consultation, or pub-
lishing articles for professional publications are acceptable if:

(a) The experience can be shown to contribute to the advancement,
extension and enhancement of the professional competence of the li-
censed marriage and family therapist, licensed mental health counselor
and/or the licensed social worker; and

(b) The experience is limited to six hours per reporting period.
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NEW SECTION

WAC 246-809-615 Suicide training standards. (1) An approved
training in suicide assessment, treatment, and management must:

(a) Be approved by an industry-recognized local, state, national,
international organizations or institutions of higher learning listed
in WAC 246-809-620 or an equivalent organization, educational institu-
tion or association which approves training based on observation and
experience or best available practices;

(b) Cover training in suicide assessment, treatment, and manage-
ment; and

(c) Be provided by a single provider and must be at least six
hours in length, which may be provided in one or more sessions.

(2) A licensed marriage and family therapist, licensed mental
health counselor, or licensed social worker who is a state or local
government employee is exempt from the requirements of this section if
he or she receives a total of at least six hours of training in sui-
cide assessment, treatment, and management from his or her employer
every six years. For purposes of this subsection, the training may be
provided in one six-hour block or may be spread among shorter training
sessions at the employer's discretion.

(3) A licensed marriage and family therapist, licensed mental
health counselor, or licensed social worker who is an employee of a
community mental health agency licensed under chapter 71.24 RCW or a
chemical dependency program certified under chapter 70.96A RCW is ex-
empt from the requirements of this section if he or she receives a to-
tal of at least six hours of training in suicide assessment, treat-
ment, and management from his or her employer every six years. For
purposes of this subsection, the training may be provided in one six-
hour block or may be spread among shorter training sessions at the em-
ployer's discretion.

AMENDATORY SECTION (Amending WSR 04-06-010, filed 2/20/04, effective
3/22/04)

WAC 246-809-620 ((What are)) Industry-recognized local, state,
national, international organizations or institutions of higher learn-
ing((?)). ((Recognized)) Local, state, national, and international or-
ganizations ((or)) that are industry-recognized and institutions of
higher learning include, but are not limited to, the following ((or-
ganizations)):

(1) Washington Association for Marriage and Family Therapy;
(2) Washington State Society for Clinical Social Work;
(3) Washington Chapter of the National Association of Social

Work;
(4) American Mental Health Counselors Association;
(5) American Association for Marriage and Family Therapy;
(6) Clinical Social Work ((Federation)) Association;
(7) National Association of Social Workers;
(8) Washington Mental Health Counselors Association;
(9) National Board for Certified Counselors;
(10) Society for Social Work Leadership in Health Care; ((or))

and
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(11) Institutions of higher learning that are accredited by a na-
tional or regional accrediting body recognized by the Commission on
Recognition of Postsecondary Accreditation.

AMENDATORY SECTION (Amending WSR 04-06-010, filed 2/20/04, effective
3/22/04)

WAC 246-809-630 ((How many hours do I need and in what time peri-
od?)) Continuing education requirements. (1) A licensed marriage and
family therapist((s)), licensed mental health counselor((s)) and li-
censed social worker((s)) must complete thirty-six hours of continuing
education (CE) every two years.

(2) At least six of the thirty-six hours must be in professional
ethics and law, which may include topics under RCW 18.130.180.

(3) Beginning January 1, 2014, at least once every six years a
licensed marriage and family therapist, licensed mental health counse-
lor, and licensed social worker must complete at least six hours of
training in suicide assessment, treatment, and management.

(a) The first training must be completed during the first full CE
reporting period after January 1, 2014, or the first full CE period
after initial licensure, whichever occurs later.

(b) The hours spent completing training in suicide assessment,
treatment, and management count toward the total thirty-six hours of
CE.

(c) An individual applying for initial licensure as a licensed
marriage and family therapist, licensed mental health counselor, or
licensed social worker on or after January 1, 2014, may delay comple-
tion of the first training required for six years after initial licen-
sure if he or she can demonstrate completion of six hours of training
in suicide assessment, treatment, and management that:

(i) Was completed no more than six years prior to the application
for initial licensure; and

(ii) Meets the qualifications listed in WAC 246-809-615.

AMENDATORY SECTION (Amending WSR 02-11-108, filed 5/20/02, effective
6/20/02)

WAC 246-809-640 ((How are)) Credit hours ((determined)) for prep-
aration and presentation of a lecture or ((an)) educational
course((?)). ((The license holder)) A licensed counselor who ((pre-
pares and)) presents ((lectures or education that contributes to the
professional competence of a licensed counselor)) at an eligible con-
tinuing education (CE) activity under WAC 246-809-630 may ((accumu-
late)) receive the same ((number of)) CE credit hours ((obtained for
continuing education purposes by attendees as required in WAC
246-12-220)) as a licensee who attends the presentation. The hours for
preparing and presenting a specific topic lecture or education may on-
ly be used for ((continuing education)) CE credit once during each re-
porting period.
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AMENDATORY SECTION (Amending WSR 09-15-041, filed 7/8/09, effective
7/8/09)

WAC 246-810-027  Continuing education requirements for a certi-
fied counselor or certified adviser.  (1) A certified counselor((s))
or a certified adviser((s)) must complete thirty-six credit hours of
continuing education every two years ((as required by chapter 246-12
WAC, Part 7)).

(2) At least six hours of the thirty-six credit hours must be in
law and professional ethics related to counseling.

(3) ((For those first credentialed in 2009, the first date to re-
port the required continuing education begins with a credential hold-
er's renewal date in 2011.)) Beginning January 1, 2014, at least once
every six years a certified counselor or a certified adviser must com-
plete three hours of training in suicide assessment, including screen-
ing, and referral as specified in WAC 246-810-0298.

(a) Except as provided in (b) of this subsection, the first
training must be completed during the first full continuing education
reporting period after January 1, 2014, or the first full continuing
education period after initial licensure, whichever occurs later.

(b) An individual applying for initial certification as a certi-
fied counselor or a certified adviser on or after January 1, 2014, may
delay completion of the first required training for six years after
initial certification if he or she can demonstrate successful comple-
tion of a three-hour training in suicide assessment, screening, and
referral that:

(i) Was completed no more than six years prior to the application
for initial certification; and

(ii) Meets the requirements listed in WAC 246-810-0298(1).
(c) The hours spent completing training in suicide assessment

count towards the total thirty-six hours of continuing education.
(4) Nothing in this section is intended to expand or limit the

existing scope of practice of a certified counselor or a certified ad-
viser as defined by WAC 246-810-0201 and 246-810-021.

AMENDATORY SECTION (Amending WSR 09-15-041, filed 7/8/09, effective
7/8/09)

WAC 246-810-0293  Recognized institutions of higher learning((,
or)) and local, state, national, ((or)) and international organiza-
tions.  ((The recognized institutions of higher learning, or local,
state, national, or international organizations that qualify to pro-
vide continuing education for certified counselor and certified advis-
er include:)) Activities that meet the requirements of WAC 246-810-029
and are offered by the following entities are eligible for continuing
education credit:

(1) Washington Association for Marriage and Family Therapy;
(2) Washington State Society for Clinical Social Work;
(3) Washington Chapter of the National Association of Social

Work;
(4) American Mental Health Counselors Association;
(5) American Association for Marriage and Family Therapy;
(6) Clinical Social Work Association;
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(7) National Association of Social Workers;
(8) Washington Mental Health Counselors Association;
(9) National Board for Certified Counselors;
(10) Association for Humanistic Psychology;
(11) The Association for Integrative Psychology;
(12) Society for Social Work Leadership in Health Care;
(13) Institutions of higher learning that are accredited by a na-

tional or regional accrediting body recognized by the Commission on
Recognition of Postsecondary Accreditation;

(14) Washington Professional Counselors Association;
(15) State Association and National Association for the Treatment

of Sexual Abusers;
(16) National Association of Alcohol and Drug Addiction Counse-

lors; and
(17) Other organizations recognized by the secretary and included

on a list maintained by the department.

NEW SECTION

WAC 246-810-0298  Suicide assessment training standards.  Ap-
proved qualifying training in suicide assessment, including screening
and referral must:

(1) Be approved by the American Foundation for Suicide Preven-
tion, the Suicide Prevention Resource Center, entities listed in WAC
246-810-0293, or an equivalent organization, educational institution
or association which approves training based on observation and ex-
periment or best available practices.

(2) Cover training in suicide assessment, including screening and
referral.

(3) Be provided by a single provider and be at least three hours
in length, which may be provided in one or more sessions.

(4) A certified counselor or certified adviser who is an employee
of a state or local government employer is exempt from the require-
ments of this section if he or she receives a total of at least three
hours of training in suicide assessment including screening and refer-
ral from his or her employer every six years. For purposes of this
subsection, the training may be provided in one three-hour block or
may be spread among shorter training sessions at the employer's dis-
cretion.

(5) A certified counselor or certified adviser who is an employee
of a community mental health agency licensed under chapter 71.24 RCW
or a chemical dependency program certified under chapter 70.96A RCW is
exempt from the requirements of this section if he or she receives a
total of at least three hours of training in suicide assessment, in-
cluding screening and referral from his or her employer every six
years. For purposes of this subsection, the training may be provided
in one three-hour block or may be spread among shorter training ses-
sions at the employer's discretion.

(6) A certified counselor or certified adviser that obtained
training under the exemptions listed in subsections (4) and (5) of
this section may obtain CE credit subject to documentation as defined
in WAC 246-810-0297.
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