Welcome to CoCASA
What is CoCASA?

CoCASA or Comprehensive Clinic Assessment Software Application is a tool created by the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) to help assess immunization practices within a clinic, private practice, or any other environment where immunizations are provided.  CoCASA replaces a number of earlier versions of CASA, including WinCASA, VFC-CASA, and Adult CASA (ACASA).  CoCASA offers you a tool to assess immunizations across the lifespan.  Check the CDC website regularly to keep your CoCASA program up-to-date with the current version - http://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/programs/cocasa/. 
What type of assessment do you want to complete?
You can complete two different types of immunization assessments in CoCASA:

1. Standard Assessment – A random sample of patient records are selected that fall in a specific birth date range.  The immunization data in these records is manually entered into CoCASA.  This is a strategy that health department staff use in some visits to health care providers to review immunization practice.  You must have at least 50 patient records in a specific birth date range to include for an accurate and valid assessment.  More than 50 records can be analyzed in CoCASA, but 50 records is a minimum.  If your practice or clinic has fewer than 50 patients in a birth date range, the health department staff will review all the records in the range.

2. Registry Import – You can use the CASA Export feature in the CHILD Profile Immunization Registry, create a text file that you save on your computer, and import that text file into CoCASA to assess your immunization rates and gain other valuable information.  NOTE:  Keep in mind that the text file created in CHILD Profile only includes immunizations entered into CHILD Profile.  If there are more immunizations included in your patient’s medical record or EMR
 that are NOT in CHILD Profile, those immunizations will not be included in your assessment.  CoCASA will identify those immunizations as “missing immunizations.”
How do you use the CHILD Profile Immunization Registry and complete an assessment?

1. Identify the birth date range of the patients you would like to assess.  You will be asked to identify what was previously called a Common Assessment Date.  CoCASA calls this an “As Of” date.  For example, you can look at a cohort of patients who are 24 – 35 months of age “as of” a given date.  You type this birth date range into the CHILD Profile Immunization Registry’s CASA Export screen.  CoCASA can help you calculate this date range.  
· Open CoCASA 
· Click on the “Assessment Setup” tab 
· Locate the box, “Age Range for this Assessment”  
· Set the months or years in the appropriate boxes 
· Set an “As of” date 
CoCASA will identify the correct birth date age range to use for your CASA Export in CHILD Profile, including an earliest and latest date of birth to include.
2. On the Immunization Registry’s CASA Export screen, check for the radio button set in CoCASA2.1 or higher.  (See diagram below.)
3. Click the button, Create Export File.  Save this file securely on your computer, giving it a name you will recognize when you import the file into WinCASA or CoCASA.  Note the folder or subdirectory where you saved your file.  If you used WinCASA in the past, you may have a WinCASA folder on your computer.  Many users saved their export files in the WinCASA folder.
4. To complete the immunization data analysis, you must have CoCASA installed on your computer.  This is a free program that can be downloaded from the CDC web site - http://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/programs/cocasa/.  You may need the help of your Network Administrator or Information Technology staff to successfully download the program.

5. To successfully import the file you created in the CHILD Profile Immunization Registry, you also need a template that matches the data file format from the Immunization Registry.  This template is included in the program when you download the current version of CoCASA from CDC.  The template you use must be STC IWeb v4.0 or higher.  If you do not have the template, contact the CHILD Profile Help Desk – (800) 325-5599.  The template can be sent to you as an email attachment, and it is easy to install.  The Help Desk staff can walk you through that process.  Note: You cannot successfully import your file into CoCASA without the template.
Setting Up CoCASA to Create Your Assessment

To get started in CoCASA, complete the Provider Set up screen for each clinic location you want to assess.  If your organization is a single site, only one provider setup is needed.  If you want to run CoCASA for multiple clinic locations, you must complete a set up for each clinic site.

On the setup screen in CoCASA, you will find a number of data fields.  Only these fields are required:

· Zip Code

· VFC Number

· Provider Type

It will be helpful to complete more of the data fields on the screen, but CoCASA will not let you proceed unless you include the three required items named above.
CASA Export Screen in the CHILD Profile Immunization Registry
Select the criteria of interest to your clinic to include in the assessment.  You must:

· Include a Patient Birth Date Range (you can calculate the range in CoCASA)
· Select either CoCASA v2.1 or higher.  CoCASA is the only version of this assessment software that CDC is supporting.
· Export by CPT Code works well for most providers.  Export by CVX Code may be a better choice for your clinic, especially if your patient records include the combination vaccine, DTP/Hib/HebB, administered in Mexico or vaccines from other countries which are not yet approved for use in the U.S.

· Click the Create Export File button.  When prompted, name your file and save it.
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Congratulations!  You have a data file saved on your computer, and you are now ready to complete an assessment in CoCASA.  The next document will show you screen shots in CoCASA and help you proceed with your CoCASA assessment.  Call the CHILD Profile Help Desk – 800/325-5599 – with any questions.
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