Using CoCASA
What is CoCASA?

CoCASA or Comprehensive Clinic Assessment Software Application is a tool created by the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) to help assess immunization practices within a clinic, private practice, or any other environment where immunizations are provided.  CoCASA replaces a number of earlier versions of CASA, including WinCASA, VFC-CASA, and Adult CASA (ACASA).  CoCASA is the only CASA software product currently supported by CDC, and the program offers you a tool to assess immunizations across the lifespan.
Completing a Registry Import to Analyze Immunization Data
When you use CoCASA and the CHILD Profile Immunization Registry to complete an  assessment, you are using what is called a Registry Import or Import Data.  You:

1. Create a text file in the Immunization Registry using the CASA Export feature.

2. Import that text file into CoCASA using a specific template that matches the registry file format.

3. Use that data to calculate your immunization rates and access other information in CoCASA.  Keep in mind that the text file created in CHILD Profile only includes immunizations entered into CHILD Profile.  If there are more immunizations included in your patient’s medical record or EMR that are NOT in CHILD Profile, those immunizations will not be included in your assessment.

To complete your assessment, you use a set of tabs across the CoCASA screens.

Step 1 – Provider Setup Tab

Step 2 – Assessment Setup Tab

Step 3 – Reports Tab
In Washington State, the VFC-AFIX Evaluation tab is not used.  If you are completing a Registry Import, the Data Entry Tab is generally not used.  If a health department staff member visits your practice or clinic, pulls patient records, and enters data directly into CoCASA, that staff member may use the Data Entry Tab.

In the following pages, you will review the three steps or “Tabs” you will use to complete a CoCASA assessment using a Registry Import.  CDC has imbedded a “Sample Clinic” in the program that you can use to practice the different steps.
Need More Help?

CoCASA includes a number of valuable resources, including:

· Library of Immunization Resources – Find “Library” on the Menu bar

· Built-in Tutorials – Find “Help” on the Menu bar, and focus on the section for “Immunization Providers”

Provider Setup
The first step in a CoCASA assessment is Provider Setup
1. Set up a screen for each clinic you would like to assess.  If you plan to assess individual clinics, as well as your entire medical organization, your medical organization needs a Provider Setup account also.  You only do this once for each clinic location.  Use the “Add” button to open a screen for a new provider location.
2. Completing more of the fields under the Provider Setup tab is a good idea to avoid confusion with multiple clinic locations.  Several fields are required:  Zip Code, VFC Number, and Provider Type.  You will not be able to proceed without completing those three required fields.  If you don’t know your VFC number, you can create a random number to proceed.
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Once you have completed a Provider Setup for your clinic, you are ready to move on to the Assessment Setup tab. 

Assessment Setup

1. Click on the Assessment Setup tab to get started.  Click the “Add” button to add an assessment.  

2. On the Add an Assessment screen, select Import Data.  You are completing a Registry Import, not a Standard Assessment.
3. Click OK.
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3. To complete the assessment, you must select the STC template available in CoCASA.  For an accurate assessment, the template must be STC IWeb v4.0 or higher  
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Click on the text, “STCIWebv4.2” to highlight the text.  The template name will be added to your screen in the field, Template Name.  The “Fields in import file” will fill automatically.
Complete the Age Range information, including:

· From

· To

· Months OR Years (months may be more reliable than years)
· “As Of” Date you are using for your assessment
Click on Browse to find your file name, saved on your computer.  Double click on the file name to select the file, or click to highlight the file name and click Open.  Name your file in the Assessment field, and click on Import to bring your file into CoCASA.  Click on Close to complete the Assessment Setup process.  Your screen will refresh, and CoCASA will tell you how many patients are included in your assessment.
NOTE:  CoCASA will also display an import report.  (See below.)  You can look at the report results or just close the report to continue.  If you click, Yes, you will see that some records were not assessed.  These are generally removed from you assessment because:
· the patient is outside your Date of Birth (DOB) range

· the file included CPT or CVX codes that are not analyzed by CoCASA, such as HBIG, RSV, or a PPD Test

· the vaccine was a duplicate
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You are doing GREAT!  You can now move to the Reports Tab and analyze your data.

Reports Tab

1. Click on the Reports Tab.  If you have more than one Provider displayed, choose a Provider.  

2. If you have more than one Assessment displayed, choose an Assessment.
3. Under the small tab, “Standard Reports,” select Summary Report.  Complete the fields on the “Report Criteria” screen, including: Age Range, As of, Series or Antigens, Compliance (by today’s date or As of Date), and Immunization Opportunity Missed.  Some of these fields may pre-fill from you assessment criteria.

4. Click Run Report.
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Three other headings under the small, Standard Reports tab are: Diagnostic Reports, Lists, and Other Standard Reports.  These three sections offer you many more reports or lists, including the Missing Immunizations Report, Invalid Doses Report, Patient Listing (includes all patients in the assessment.  Click on the “+” sign by Diagnostic Reports, Lists, and Other Standard Reports to see the additional reports available.
Additional Notes:

1. CoCASA now recognizes and accounts for the Contraindication set in CHILD Profile for a History of Chicken Pox (Varicella) only.  No other Contraindications, such as parent refusal, are recognized.
2. You can use CoCASA to calculate the desired birth date range that links to a specific “As of” date before you complete your CASA Export in CHILD Profile.  It is very important that your dates be exact.  To do this:  

a. Open CoCASA 

b. Click on the Assessment Setup tab 

c. Click the Add button, as though you were adding an assessment

d. Leave the radio button set in Standard, and click OK

e. Locate the box, “Age Range for this Assessment”  

f. Set the months or years in the appropriate boxes (months is preferred)
g. Set an “As of” date and click on the Tab key once for the Earliest Date of Birth.  Click the Tab key a second time to get the Latest Date of Birth
CoCASA will identify the correct birth date age range to use for your CASA Export in CHILD Profile, including an earliest and latest date of birth.  CoCASA allows you to assess much more than your pediatric patients.  You can choose a cohort of patients of any age range.  You must have immunization data in CHILD Profile to get an accurate assessment for that age range.
3. You can now conduct assessment of HPV vaccine using CoCASA.  Because the HPV vaccine is currently gender-specific, the Gender field on a patient’s demographic screen in CHILD Profile must be set to Female or that patient will not be included in an HPV assessment.  NOTE:  If you notice HPV missing on the forecast for a female patient in CHILD Profile, who has not been fully immunized for HPV, that may indicate that the Gender field is NOT correctly completed this patient.

4. The Missing Immunizations Report is a useful tool for many providers.  In CoCASA, you find the Missing Immunizations Report under the Reports tab.
· Click on the Reports tab

· Find “Lists” under the small Standard Reports tab.  You may have to click on the “+” sign to see the list of reports available.
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5. CDC defines age in a specific way.  For example, a two year old is a patient who is two years old today or up to one day before the third birthday.  Assessment of two year olds covers 24 – 35 months, “As of” a selected date.
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