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Excellent Sources of
DNA

Bloodstains

Semen stains

Saliva stains or deposits

Fecal material, however, please swab the
outer surface of feces, do not submit ac-
tual feces

Vomit

Clothing such as shirts, hats, and pants
Watches, jewelry, eyeglasses

Lipstick or lip balm

Hair brushes, combs, toothbrushes, and
razors

Food, please consult DNA supervisor first
and keep frozen

Gum

Straws, eating utensils, used drink contain-
ers

Sex toys

Tools

Cigarette butts

Weapons, such as guns, knives, and bats
Hairs, with visible root material

Poor Sources of DNA

Victim’s belongings touched or
grabbed by the perpetrator, such as a
purse strap

Any surface or object that the perpe-
trator touched temporarily, also
touched routinely by others (such as a
doorknob or a countertop)

ATM machines

Fired cartridge cases

Wooden sticks, logs, branches, or
planks

Currency (unless bloodstained)
Written papers

Bricks and rocks

Anything that has been submerged in
water

Anything that has been burned
Anything that has been bleached
Anything that is caked in dirt without
visible bodily fluids



Case Acceptance Guidelines

Any item used in a crime submitted by local,
county, and state law enforcement agencies.
Other agencies are assisted on a cooperative

basis when a special need arises.

Evidence samples that are not clearly related

to a crime will not be accepted.

Reference samples are required. If reference
samples are not submitted with the laboratory
request, the request may be cancelled unless

sufficient justification is provided.

Five evidence item limit, unless approved by a
DNA supervisor prior to submission. This
does not include reference samples. Addi-

tional analysis may be performed if necessary.

The WSP Crime Laboratory must evaluate all
evidence for examination suitability. A copy
of the incident summary/case scenatio or Sex-
ual Assault Kit Report form (if applicable) are
needed along with the request for analysis.
Some follow up may be required. If you are
contacted by a WSP scientist in regards to
your case, a response is required within 21 cal-
endar days or the request may be cancelled

and the evidence returned to your agency.

CRIME SCENE DO NOT CROSS

Case Acceptance Guidelines

Continued:

Some types of evidence may be consumed
during the course of DNA analysis. If you are
informed that your case requires consumption,
you must reply to the request within 21 calen-
dar days, or the case will be cancelled and the

evidence sent back to your agency.

For More Information on Case Acceptance
guidelines and lab see:

www.wsp.wa.gov/forensics/docs/crimelab

authorization for consumption of dna

evidence.docx

www.wsp.wa.gov/forensics/docs/crimelab

dna case supplemental information.docx

Packaging tips

Package evidence in cardboard boxes, paper
envelopes or paper bags; plastic packaging

leads to evidence destruction.

Clearly label all items with your agency case
number, your agency item number, and a de-

scription of contents

Initial across your agency evidence tape onto

outer packaging

Do not talk over the evidence being collected;

this can result in DNA contamination

Crime LLab Forensic Services Guide

Packaging Tips Continued:

No staples
No wet items; dry them first
No sharp items in paper bags

Buccal swabs (swabs from the mouth) are pre-
ferred reference samples. Please use sterile
swabs and dry them. Package the swabs in
their original sleeves and place in paper enve-

lopes or swab boxes.

If you have any questions on packaging, please

call us; we are happy to help.

Even if the individuals involved in your case

have samples in CODIS, a new reference sam-
ple needs to be collected. A reference samples
is required to establish a match and match sta-
tistic to a case sample. It is not appropriate to

use 2 CODIS sample for this purpose.

For More Information on Packaging:

www.wsp.wa.gov/publications/manual

Prop-
erty and Evidence Custodian Manual.pdf

Unacceptable! Dangerous and your
evidence is now compromised!
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WSP Lab Contact Information

Seattle

Phone: (206) 262-6020
Kennewick

Phone: (509) 734-7022
Marysville

Phone: (360) 654-1201
Spokane

Phone: (509) 625-5401
Tacoma

Phone: (253) 538-3207
Vancouver

Phone: (360) 993-3800
CODIS

Phone: (206) 262-6020
Olympia

Phone: (360) 596-4525

Location of WSP Crime Labs:

Washington State Map
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