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July 15, 2015

TO: Staff, Commissioners, Board Members, and Stakeholders

FROM: Sonja Hirsch, Rules Coordinator @QW

SUBJECT:  Public Hearing and Possible Permanent Adoption
WAC 139-05-915: Guidelines for training canine teams

This rule change is being changed so the WSCJTC is no longer responsible for the
certification of canine teams. If approved, the WSCJTC will establish written guidelines
for canine training.

Public Hearing and Action by the Commission: The WSCJTC will hold a public hearing
on Wednesday, September 9, 2015, at 10 AM, to discuss the proposed changes. The
meeting will be held at the WSCJTC located at 19010 1% Avenue South, Burien, WA, in
Room E-154. All are welcome to attend and provide oral comments. If you would like to
submit a written comment, please send it to shirsch@cijtc.state.wa.us by September 2,
2015.

Staff will request that the Commission adopt the proposed changes. If adopted, the
changes will be filed with the Code Reviser’s Office and will become effective 31 days
after filing.
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AMENDATORY SECTION (Amending WSR 05-20-029, filed 9/28/05, effective
10/29/05)

WAC 139-05-915 ((Reguirements—oF)) GCuidelines for training

((¥e¥)) of law enforcement and corrections dog handlers and ((eertifi-
cation—oF)) Canlne teams (((%}—I+tle—and—seepe——Ihese—FHles—aFe—+n—
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—1 i i -)) Canine teams should be subject to
continual, rigorous training in law enforcement techniques in order to
ensure that the canines will continue to respond with clarity to the
commands of their handlers.

It is recommended that agencies utilizing canine teams meet or
exceed the approved quidelines which are published by commission
staff. The commission does not certify nor offer accreditation to ca-
nine teams and all prior certifications/accreditations issued by the
commission are rescinded upon the effective date of this rule. This
rule is not intended to affect the admissibility of evidence in_ any
civil or criminal action.
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