WEBS Notice of Sole Source Contract:

Provider: GTI. Proposed Contract Value: $20,000.

Provide, no later than March 27, training and consultation in applying Specific Affect Coding System (SPAFF) to a project analyzing interactions between military or police officials and potentially helpful strangers.

Provide training in subjecting SPAFF codes to dynamic non-linear mathematical models, including Sequential Analysis.
Request for DES Approval of Sole Source Contract
WSCJTC has been asked to host a workshop as part of our DARPA-grant-funded SIMM project. All WSCJTC funds expended on the workshop will be reimbursed by DARPA.
WSCJTC has been asked to pay for workshop participation by Dr. Gottman, and his research assistant and SPAFF coding trainer Ms. Kaeleen Drummey. Dr. Gottman’s research colleague, Dr. Roger Bakeman, will also participate, separately paid by DARPA.

During the two-day workshop, Dr. John Gottman will assist SSIM project team social scientists, selected by DARPA, in understanding Dr. Gottman’s Specific Affect Coding System (SPAFF) and incorporating it into the SIMM project.

SPAFF is a widely-used system for psychological researchers and clinicians to systematically observe and record the behavioral and emotional content of human interactions. Trained SPAFF coders combine observations of facial expressions, gestures, body posture/language, and verbal tone to impartially determine whether the parties in an interaction are expressing affection, fear, disgust, humor, anger, sadness, or other emotional states.
The consistent coding of interaction behaviors and the emotions being expressed allows application of statistical and other analytical methods.

SPAFF was employed in dozens of published research studies on dating couples, newlyweds, violent couples, homosexual couples, parents and their children, therapists and patients.
Dr. Gottman consulted with DARPA in earlier phases of the SSIM project, and DARPA views this specific training and consulting as necessary at the current phase of the project.

The SIMM project has a specific goal of adapting SPAFF to research on interactions between military or police officials and potentially-helpful strangers or “unknown confederates”

· Application of SPAFF-type coding schemes and taxonomies to the analysis of sequences of interactions between unknown confederates during military and police operations.

· Application of “sequential analysis” and other dynamic non-linear mathematical models to SPAFF-coded interactions between unknown confederates in military and police operational domains.

· Developing best practices for objectively identifying the major factors most decisive for success/failure of interactions between unknown confederates in military and police operational domains.

· Development of suitable outcome measures salient to general observational research and to evaluative observation and analysis of SSIM training activities.

