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 ABOUT THE CLASS  

This 8-hour course of instruction will give the student a basic working 

knowledge of criminal street gangs and their underlying sub-culture, with a 

specific emphasis on those criminal street gangs that are active in the Puget 

Sound Region. Among the topics that will be covered are a basic history of 

criminal street gangs in the Seattle/Tacoma area, gang culture and sociology, 

specific local criminal street gangs and their identifying symbols, proper gang 

documentation in field reports and for prosecutions, officer safety issues, 

gang investigations, gang enforcement tactics and techniques, and expert 

witness testimony (time-permitting).  

 

About the Speaker  

Detective Joe Gagliardi has 18 years of law enforcement experience, twelve of 

which have been focused on the investigation of criminal street gangs. He began 

his career in California’s Bay Area, where worked as both a gang officer and a 

gang detective with the Fairfield Police Department. After relocating with his 

family to Washington State, he immediately began working street gangs for the 

King County Sheriff’s Office, and is currently assigned as the Gang 

Intelligence Detective for the Gang Unit. He has also held previous assignments 

as a Field Training Officer, a SWAT officer, and a Defensive Tactics Instructor.  

 

Joe has provided training on gang awareness and investigations for members of 

both law enforcement and the community, including training for local and 

National Gang Investigator’s Conferences, the FBI National Academy, and law 

enforcement agencies throughout Washington State. He is the co-instructor 

for all Gang Awareness training at the Washington State CJTC Basic Law 

Enforcement Academies and Basic Corrections Officers Academies. He has 

testified as an expert on criminal street gangs on numerous occasions at both 

the state and federal levels, and has had personal contact with well over 

1,350 individual criminal street gang members during his career. 
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