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November 8, 2016

TO: Staff, Commissioners, Board Members, and Stakeholders

FROM: Sonja Peterson, Rules Coordinat@% Mgt g !

SUBJECT:  Public Hearing and Possible Permanent Adoption

Changes to WAC 139-05-915 are needed to establish guidelines in reference to canine
training. Currently, canine team standards are established by WAC; if approved, the
WSCJTC will establish and adopt canine team standards by policy.

Public Hearing and Action by the Commission: The WSCJTC will hold a public hearing
on Wednesday, December 14, 2016, at 10 AM. The hearing will be held in room E-154
at the WSCJTC located at 19010 1%t Avenue South, Burien, WA.

If adopted, the changes will be filed with the Code Reviser’s Office and will become
effective 31 days after filing.

Oral/written comments: Oral testimony to the full Commission will be limited. Please
consider the following prior to any submission of written or oral testimony:

e Speakers will have three minutes to speak.
If you would like to provide public testimony, notify Sonja Peterson
(speterson@citc.state.wa.us) in writing by December 1, 2016. Your testimony
time cannot be given to another speaker.

o Direct your comments to the Commission and the issues, not the other speakers
or staff.

o Written comments must be sent to speterson@cijtc.state.wa.us by December 1,
2016.
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AMENDATORY SECTION (Amending WSR 05-20-029, filed 9/28/05, effective
10/29/05)

WAC 139-05-915 Requirements of training for law enforcement and
corrections dog handlers and certification of canine teams. (({H)—F-
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serteds—iFmedically—appropriate-)) Canine teams working in the state
of Washington shall be certified to the adopted standards as set by
criminal justice training commission (CJTC) policy. The standards
shall be maintained by commission staff and readily available to
stakeholders. These standards include the minimum performance stand-
ards for canine teams performing specific law enforcement or correc-
tions functions. As a condition of certification, each handler must
ensure that the canine performs to a level that is deemed acceptable
by the commission in the category for the team"s intended use.

An _evaluator shall be a person who is recognized and appointed by
the CJTC to perform the testing of the canine teams. The qualifica-
tions to become an evaluator relating to canine certification shall be
outlined in the evaluation policy adopted by the CJTC.

In evaluating the proficiency of the canine team, evaluators
shall use the standards approved by the commission for that particular
discipline. Each certification issued pursuant to these rules will re-
main valid for twelve months, as long as the composition and responsi-
bility of the canine team does not change. A canine team"s certifica-
tion shall automatically expire if the specific handler and canine,
originally paired at the time of certification, cease to perform ca-
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nine team functions together or if the function for which the team was
certified changes.

This process is not related to, nor does it have any effect upon,
the requirements for peace officer certification. Nothing i1n these
rules is intended to limit the use of canine teams employed by other
state or federal agencies for law enforcement purposes, or the use of
volunteer canine teams where the handler is not a Washington peace of-
ficer or corrections officer.
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