
WASHINGTON NATURAL HERITAGE PROGRAM
GEOGRAPHIC INFORMATION SYSTEM
WNHP Data Set 

January 2012
USER GUIDE AND DATA DICTIONARY
The WNHP data set, in ESRI shapefile format, contains the most authoritative information available for Washington's rare plant species populations and endangered ecosystems.  The use of these data may be licensed for environmental assessment or proprietary land management purposes that are consistent with the goals of Washington Natural Heritage Program.  Licensed data by no means transfers ownership of these data.  Data will always remain the property of the Washington Natural Heritage Program.  The WNHP data set represents an ongoing and incomplete inventory of the state and does not eliminate the need for field surveys.  

The WNHP data set currently represents more than 5,000 site-specific records of Washington's most significant elements of biodiversity, including:

· Rare vascular and non-vascular plant species

· High-quality terrestrial and wetland ecosystems of special concern 

The WNHP data set provides key information including:  

· State and global ranks of species rarity as maintained by the Natural Heritage Network 

· State and federal listing status of species

· Generalized geographic locations of inventoried element occurrences and plant communities 

· Date on which an element or community was last observed, and other information

Internet Website:

Please visit our web site for more information about the Washington Natural Heritage Program.   In addition to our GIS data, we have on-line field guides and publications.
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I
APPROPRIATE USE OF THE WNHP DATA SET
The WNHP Data Set is licensed for internal uses by organizations involved in land management, planning, biological research, or environmental consulting.  Redistribution or sharing of these maps or data is not permitted, as this could compromise species protection and/or landowner interests.  Appropriate uses of WNHP data include the internal sharing of data or maps within a work group under supervision of the licensed user.  Data referenced in reports should be presented in general summary form only.  Questions regarding other uses should be addressed to the WNHP at Natural_Heritage_Program@dnr.wa.gov.

Users of WNHP Data Set are required to keep a signed Product License Agreement on file with the WA Natural Heritage Program.  This agreement includes the following language:  

Licensed User signed below agrees to steward this data set in accordance with the following:
1) Use of data set is licensed to the Licensed User listed above for environmental assessment or proprietary land management purposes; other uses are not authorized.  Licensed User may provide subcontractors with temporary access to data only for the duration of a specific project.

2) Do not redistribute data in any format; direct all inquiries regarding these data to WA Natural Heritage Program at Natural_Heritage_Program@dnr.wa.gov.   

3) Do not display over the Internet.  Do not use maps in persistent public displays or publications.  Data referenced in reports should be presented in general summary form only.  

4) Reference WA Natural Heritage Program as the source of information.
5) Data remains the property of the WA Natural Heritage Program.  This license agreement in no way transfers ownership of the data to licensee.
6) Update data annually or discontinue use after 1 year from signature date on License Agreement.   

7) Abide by terms on reverse of License Agreement.  

II
SENSITIVE INFORMATION
To protect our state's most imperiled resources, the Washington Natural Heritage Program provides accurate, up‑to‑date information to landowners, land managers, planners, and consultants.  To aid the protection of rare species, we provide information that includes known locations of rare species populations.  However, distributing precise locations of the most vulnerable species could compromise their protection and compromise landowners’ interests as well.  The Natural Heritage Network treats precise locations of rare species populations as sensitive information.

In designing the WNHP Data Set, our goal was to create a distributable GIS data set usable in land use planning and management and conservation projects.  In order to balance the interests of data users with species protection, the precise locations of rare plant populations are not included.  These locations are instead represented by ‘areas-of-concern’. Occurrences of species considered critically imperiled are generalized as larger areas-of-concern polygons.  

Some known element occurrences have been completely removed from this data set before distribution because information on these elements is considered sensitive at this time. 

Locations of high-quality wetland and terrestrial ecosystems are not considered sensitive information; these mapped boundaries are represented precisely in the WNHP data set.
III
GEOGRAPHIC EXTENT AND COMPLETENESS
This data set represents information archived by WNHP statewide as of January 2012. The WNHP data set is a dynamic record.  The staff of WNHP updates records in internal databases each month as new information becomes available.  The WNHP update cycle is currently under review with the goal of providing a new data set every 6 months.  WNHP data over one year old should be updated by contacting WNHP at Natural_Heritage_Program@dnr.wa.gov.

The WNHP Data Set is the most authoritative source of rare plant and ecosystem presence information for Washington State.  However, absence of information in WNHP for any location does not indicate that a location lacks significant natural features.  Data provided by the Washington Natural Heritage Program are based solely on existing records in our databases.  Many areas of the state have never been adequately inventoried for rare plant or important terrestrial or aquatic ecosystems.  For those locations and for known locations that have not been visited recently, survey by a trained scientist would be required to verify the presence or absence of sensitive species.  

Some element occurrences have been removed from this data set before distribution because information on these elements is considered sensitive at this time.  Where landowners have requested that information on their properties not be distributed, this information is absent from WNHP.

Land owners, managers, or consultants needing more complete and precise information concerning rare species on specific properties are encouraged to contact the Washington Natural Heritage Program directly at Natural_Heritage_Program@dnr.wa.gov.

IV
TERMS TO UNDERSTAND WHEN USING WNHP
Element: 

Plant species and natural communities found in WNHP are referred to as ‘elements’ of natural diversity.  Elements may include rare vascular plant species, rare non-vascular plant species (such as a moss, lichen or fungus), terrestrial ecosystems of special concern, and wetland or aquatic ecosystems of special concern.

Element Occurrence:
A mapped area of land or water in which a species or natural ecosystem is, or was, present.  In most cases, an element occurrence represents a feature that exists today.  Sometimes an element occurrence represents a feature that has been destroyed since being recorded.  

Area of Concern:
An area representing the general location of the element and element occurrence.  The data is generalized in order to prevent intended or unintended damage to the plants.

A single element occurrence often has a simple spatial configuration consisting of one polygonal area.  On the other hand, some element occurrences have a complex spatial configuration.  An element occurrence may include ‘voids’ (areas where the element is not present) or consist of multiple noncontiguous polygonal areas (such as areas representing locations of subpopulations).

Distribution patterns of species can be complex.  WNHP includes element occurrences that overlap each other spatially, as well as different element occurrences having identical boundaries.  For example, a polygon boundary around a High Quality Ecosystem may also represent the locations of a Rare Plant element occurrence.

Element Location:
A location where one or more species and/or ecosystem element occurrence is found.  Represented as one polygon or several polygons together in WNHP. 

V

GIS SOFTWARE COMPATIBILITY
The WNHP shapefiles are compatible with any GIS software package that supports the shapefile data format.  This specifically includes ESRI ArcGIS 8.3+, ArcInfo version 7.0.3+, ArcView version 3.1+, ArcExplorer and ArcReader. 

VI

MAP PROJECTION
Map_Projection_Name:

Lambert Conformal Conic


Lambert_Conformal_Conic:



Standard_Parallel:


45.833333


Standard_Parallel:


47.333333



Longitude_of_Central_Meridian:
-120.500000



Latitude_of_Projection_Origin:
45.333333



False_Easting:


1640416.666667



False_Northing:


0.000000

Planar_Coordinate_Information:


Planar_Coord_Encoding_Method:
coordinate pair


Coordinate_Representation:



Abscissa_Resolution:

0.004096



Ordinate_Resolution:

0.004096


Planar_Distance_Units:


survey feet

Geodetic_Model:


Horizontal_Datum_Name:
D_North_American_1983_HARN


Ellipsoid_Name:


Geodetic Reference System 80


Semi-major_Axis:

6378137.000000


Denom_of_Flattening_Ratio:
298.257222

Coordinate Units:

Feet

Changing Projections:

Tools to change geographic projections are found in most full‑featured GIS software packages.  At this time, the Washington Natural Heritage Program provides WNHP only in the projection listed above. GOTOBUTTON BM_2_ 
VII
SHAPEFILE DESCRIPTION
WNHP is distributed in two separate shapefiles representing the ‘Current’ and ‘Historic’ thematic layers.  Some users may also receive the ‘Comprehensive’ Theme, which is simply the Current Theme and Historic Theme combined.

Use the Current Theme to view information gathered from recent surveys.  Use the Historic Theme for information on historic sightings (pre-1977), element occurrences that have been extirpated or destroyed, or element occurrences whose current presence at the site is in question.  

Current Theme: 

Shapefile files:
wnhp_curr.shp




wnhp_curr.dbf




wnhp_curr.shx




wnhp_curr.prj

This theme contains our most recent records (observed since 1977) and most precise element location information.  In this layer you will find the locations of rare species and natural communities that are believed to be extant (still existing, not extinct, Pres_code = 'E'), however, always refer to the Last Observed Date (Last_obs) field for the actual date of the last survey of any location.  

Records older than 1977 will be found in the Current Theme only if they have been verified recently from aerial photography, or are located in protected areas.

Records that are found in the Current Theme are not duplicated in the Historic Theme. 

Use the Current Theme for: 

· Environmental review 

· Land management decisions

· Conservation planning

Historic Theme:

Shapefile files:
wnhp_hist.shp


wnhp_hist.dbf


wnhp_hist.shx


wnhp_hist.prj

The Historic Theme contains older records of rare species and natural communities that have not been relocated since 1977 (Pres_code= ’H’).  This theme also includes a small number of element occurrences that were observed more recently, but with imprecise location information (Pres_code = 'E' and Precision = M’ or Precision = 'G', respectively).  

Element occurrences whose current presence at the location is uncertain may be included in the Historic Theme as Pres_code = ’H’.  You will also find element occurrences with precise locations, but which have been reported as extirpated or destroyed since the last observation (Pres_code = 'X').  

Records that are found in the Historic Theme are not duplicated in the Current Theme. 

Use the Historic Theme together with the Current Theme:

· For comprehensive environmental review or conservation planning

· To compare current known locations with the known historic range of a species

· To consider the possibility of finding a particular species in your area of interest

· To identify areas for rehabilitation or reintroduction 

· To plan field surveys for rare species

VIII
DISPLAYING THE WNHP DATA SET
When displaying the WNHP data set, it may be easiest to view the Current and Historic Themes together but as two separate layers.  View the WNHP data set at between 1:24,000 and 1:100,000 scale for an overview of the spatial data that is present at any location.

More than one WNHP element may exist in the same place.  If you are using ArcView or ArcMap to view the data try the ‘Identify’ tool to determine if more than one element is present.

If you would like base data—such as county or township lines—you may download this data from Dept of Natural Resource’s data web site:

http://fortress.wa.gov/dnr/app1/dataweb/dmmatrix.html
IX 
MAP SCALE AND APPROPRIATE USE
The WNHP data set has been formatted for use in environmental assessment and land management planning.  It is intended as a flagging system, highlighting areas of potential concern for elements of natural diversity.  Care should be exercised when viewing these data in public venues.  Maintaining persistent displays of the WNHP data set is not permitted.  Licensed WNHP data still remains the property of the WA Natural Heritage Program.

The appropriate scale for use of this map data is 1:24,000, or 1 inch = 2001 feet.  It is inappropriate to depict natural heritage features on very large-scale maps (such as 1 inch = 500 feet), since WNHP data was not compiled at this level of detail.  Likewise, it is inappropriate to overlay and compare WNHP shapefiles with parcel boundaries or other precise large-scale data sets.  Due to the relatively small extent of many natural heritage features, displaying at very small scales such as 1:250,000 may render some element occurrences too small to see.  

To delineate boundaries of natural heritage features on the ground, inventory by a qualified scientist is required.  Note that each record in WNHP represents information reported as of the Last Observed Date (Last_obs), and therefore may not show current extent of an element.

X
MAPPING PRECISION AND ACCURACY
Digitized element occurrence boundaries originate from field reports of scientists who have hand mapped locations at 1:24,000 or 1:12,000 map scale.  Those element occurrences mapped to the Current Theme and having a Precision Code of ‘S’ (Precision = S’) are intended for use at a 1:24,000 map scale.  

Note that in this data set, the locations of all rare plant element occurrences have been generalized as ‘areas-of-concern’, as described in Section II.  These polygons do not represent original boundaries as field mapped.  Reducing these generalized polygons to point centroid representations would result in incorrect element locations, as the polygon is only a representation.

Those element occurrences having Precision Codes of ‘M’ or ‘G’ (Precision = ’M’ or ‘G’) are usually represented by circles with a radius of one or five miles, respectively (most of these are pre-1977 sightings).   These ‘M’ or ‘G’ precision element occurrences are located as accurately as existing records will allow.  Many element occurrences in the Historic Theme are depicted in this manner.  For more information on ‘Current’ vs. ‘Historic’ map data, see Section VII: Shapefile Description.

The staff of WNHP works hard to ensure that the information in WNHP is accurate and up to date.  All information is checked for errors before its release.  However, errors may be present due to imprecise reporting of element locations and/or changes in land use since the information was reported.

XI
ACKNOWLEDGMENTS WHEN USING THIS DATA
As a professional courtesy, we ask that you acknowledge the Washington Natural Heritage Program as an information source whenever you use WNHP data in your maps, reports, or publications.  Since this data set is periodically updated, please note the Last GIS Update Date of the data referenced.

XII
CONTRIBUTING INFORMATION TO WNHP
Knowledgeable scientists statewide have collected the information contained in the WNHP databases.  For more information about how you can contribute sighting reports to the Washington Natural Heritage Program, visit our Internet website at Washington Natural Heritage Program.   
Rare plant sighting forms and guidelines for rare plant surveys can be found in the Reference Desk  section of the Natural Heritage website.

XIII
CONTACTS AT WNHP
Information Requests:
WNHP data require biological expertise for proper interpretation and use in analysis.  Requests for additional data archived by WNHP should be addressed to:
Environmental Review Coordinator

Natural Heritage Program – LMD Division

Washington Department of Natural Resources

1111 Washington Street SE

PO Box 47014

Olympia, WA 98504 7014
Fax:   (360) 902-1789

email:  Natural_Heritage_Program@dnr.wa.gov
Data Steward:

For questions related to appropriate use of WHNP GIS, data licensing, or information management policies, contact:

	Jack McMillen
	Natural Heritage Program – LMD Division

	Database Manager
	Washington Department of Natural Resources

	Phone:
(360) 902‑1673
	1111 Washington Street SE

	Fax:
(360) 902‑1789 
	PO Box 47014

	email:jack.mcmillen@dnr.wa.gov
	Olympia, WA 98504‑7014


XIV
METADATA SUMMARY
Shapefile Names:
wnhp_curr; wnhp_hist

File Type:
ESRI shapefile format
Map_Projection_Name:
Lambert Conformal Conic


Lambert_Conformal_Conic:



Standard_Parallel:


45.833333


Standard_Parallel:


47.333333



Longitude_of_Central_Meridian:
-120.500000



Latitude_of_Projection_Origin:
45.333333



False_Easting:


1640416.666667



False_Northing:


0.000000

Planar_Coordinate_Information:


Planar_Coord_Encoding_Method:
coordinate pair


Coordinate_Representation:



Abscissa_Resolution:

0.004096



Ordinate_Resolution:

0.004096


Planar_Distance_Units:


survey feet

Geodetic_Model:


Horizontal_Datum_Name:
D_North_American_1983_HARN


Ellipsoid_Name:


Geodetic Reference System 80


Semi-major_Axis:

6378137.000000


Denom_of_Flattening_Ratio:
298.257222


Coordinate Units:


Feet

Resolution of Data:
0.28 acres

Positional Accuracy:
+/- 40 feet

Source Scale:
1:24,000 or 1:12,000
Geographic Area:
Statewide
Data Steward:
Washington Department of Natural Resources

Asset Management & Protection Division

Washington Natural Heritage Program (WNHP)

Jack McMillen, Database Mgr (360) 902-1673
Update Frequency:
Quarterly
Each shapefile contains detailed metadata information.
XV
ATTRIBUTE TABLE COLUMN DESCRIPTIONS AND VALID CODES
EO_ID
Unique Element Occurrence ID number.  Links to all EO information in the database.

SHAPE_ID or FEA_ID
Unique feature identifier assigned by the software.

NHET_CD
Element Type.  A two-character code indicating the type of element. 

Values and their definitions:

RP

Rare vascular plant species.

RN

Rare non‑vascular plant species. 

TW

High‑quality terrestrial, aquatic or wetland ecosystem.

EL_CODE
Element Code.  A ten-character alphanumeric code uniquely identifying the element.

SCI_NAME
Scientific Name.  Recognized scientific name of the element.

COM_NAME
Common Name.  Common name of the element, as recognized by the Washington Natural Heritage Program.

SPP_CODE
Species Code.  A unique species code for vascular and non‑vascular plants (NHET_CD = ‘RP' or NHET_CD = ‘RN').  The species codes are from the USDA Plants database. The code is usually 4 characters in length.  The first 2 characters are the first 2 letters in the genus name.  The next 2 characters represent the first 2 letters of the species name.   If there are multiple species with identical codes, a modifying number is added to create a unique code for each species.  Not all ecosystem records (NHET_CD = 'TW') contain codes.

FED_STAT 
Federal Status.  Listed federal status of the taxon under the U.S. Endangered Species Act (USESA).

Values and their definitions.

LE

Listed Endangered.  Any taxon that is in danger of extinction throughout all or a significant portion of its range and which has been formally listed as such in the Federal Register pursuant to the Federal Endangered Species Act.

LT

Listed Threatened.  Any taxon, which is likely to become endangered within the foreseeable future throughout all or a significant portion of its range and which has been formally listed as such in the Federal Register pursuant to the Federal Endangered Species Act.

PE

Proposed Endangered.  Any taxon that is in danger of extinction throughout all or a significant portion of its range and which has been proposed for listing as such in the Federal Register pursuant to the Federal Endangered Species Act.

PT

Proposed Threatened.  Any taxon which is likely to become endangered within the foreseeable future throughout all or a significant portion of its range and which has been proposed for listing as such on the Federal Register pursuant to the Federal Endangered Species Act.

C

Candidate.  Taxon for which the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service has on file sufficient information on biological vulnerability and threat(s) to support proposals to list it as an endangered or threatened species.

SC

Species of Concern.  Unofficial status for a taxon of conservation concern but for which the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service does not have sufficient information to support proposals to list it as endangered or threatened.

ST_STAT
State Status.  Listed state status of the taxon, which takes into account abundance, occurrence patterns, vulnerability, threats, existing protection, and taxonomic distinctness.

Values and their definitions.

E

Endangered.  In danger of becoming extinct or extirpated from Washington within the foreseeable future if factors contributing to its decline continue. Populations of this taxon are at critically low levels or its habitats have been degraded or depleted to a significant degree.

T

Threatened.  Likely to become endangered in Washington within the foreseeable future if factors contributing to its population decline or habitat degradation or loss continues.

S

Sensitive.  Vulnerable or declining and could become Endangered or Threatened in the state without active management or removal of threats.

X

Extirpated.   Considered to be possibly extinct or extirpated from Washington based on recent field searches.  A taxon listed as Extirpated may be a high priority for field investigations and, if found, would be assigned another value.

R1

Review Group 1.  Vascular plant species of potential concern, but for which a status has yet to be assigned.  This taxon is in need of additional fieldwork before a status can be assigned.

R2

Review Group 2.  Vascular plant species of potential concern, but for which a status has yet to be assigned.  This taxon has unresolved taxonomic questions.

P1

Priority 1.  Non‑vascular plant species needing conservation action.

P2

Priority 2.  Non‑vascular plant species needing more fieldwork.

W

Watch.  A plant taxon that is more abundant and/or less threatened in Washington than previously thought.  This taxon is no longer a focus of conservation concern.

Blank
No state status has been assigned.

S_RANK
State Rank.  State rank characterizes the relative rarity or endangerment within the state of Washington.  Factors including, but not limited to, number of known occurrences are considered when assigning a rank.  Two codes together represent an inexact range (e.g., S1S2) or different ranks for breeding and non‑breeding populations (e.g., S1B, S3N). 

Values and their definitions.

S1
Critically imperiled in the state because of extreme rarity or other factors making it especially vulnerable to extirpation from the state.  (Typically 5 or fewer occurrences or very few remaining individuals or acres)

S2
Imperiled in the state because of rarity or other factors making it very vulnerable to extirpation from the state.  (Typically 6 to 20 occurrences or few remaining individuals or acres)

S3
Rare or uncommon in the state.  (Typically 21 to 100 occurrences)

S4
Widespread, abundant, and apparently secure in state, with many occurrences, but the taxon is of long‑term concern.  (Usually more than 100 occurrences)

S5
Demonstrably widespread, abundant, and secure in the state; believed to be ineradicable under present conditions.

SH
There are historical occurrences, perhaps not verified in the past 20 years, but the taxon is suspected to still exist in the state.

SP
There is a potential that the taxon occurs in the state but no occurrences have been reported.

SR
Reported in the state but without persuasive documentation that would provide a basis for either accepting or rejecting the report (e.g., misidentified specimen).

SRF
Erroneously reported in the state but the error persists in the literature.

SU
Possibly in peril in the state, but status is uncertain.  More information is need.
SX
Believed to be extirpated from the state with little likelihood that it will be rediscovered.

SNR
Sufficient time and effort have not yet been devoted to ranking of this taxon. 

SnSn
Two codes (i.e., S1S2) are used to indicate a range of ranks.

The following qualifiers are used in conjunction with the state rank values described above.

‘?’ qualifier is used with numeric ranks to denote uncertainty; more information may be needed to assign a rank with certainty.  The ‘?’ qualifies the character it follows (e.g., ‘SE?’ denotes uncertainty of exotic status).

G_RANK
Global Rank.  Global rank characterizes the relative rarity or endangerment of the element world‑wide.  Factors including, but not limited to, number of occurrences are considered when assigning a rank. 

Values and their definitions.

G1
Critically imperiled globally because of extreme rarity or because of some factor(s) making it especially vulnerable to extinction.  (Typically 5 or fewer occurrences or very few remaining individuals or acres).

G2
Imperiled globally because of rarity or because of some factor(s) making it very vulnerable to extinction throughout its range.  (6 to 20 occurrences or few remaining individuals or acres).

G3
Either very rare and local throughout its range or found locally (even abundantly at some of its locations) in a restricted range (e.g., a single western state, a physiographic region in the East) or because of other factors making it vulnerable to extinction throughout its range.  (21 to 100 occurrences)

G4
Widespread, abundant, and apparently secure globally, though it may be quite rare in parts of its range, especially at the periphery.  Thus, the element is of long‑term concern.  (Usually more than 100 occurrences) 

G5
Demonstrably widespread, abundant, and secure globally, though it may be quite rare in parts of its range, especially at the periphery.

GU
Unrankable.  Possibly in peril range‑wide but status uncertain.  More information is needed.

GNR
Sufficient time and effort have not yet been devoted to ranking of this taxon. 

Two codes (i.e., G1G2) are used to indicate a range of ranks

The following qualifiers are used in conjunction with the Global Ranks described above.

Tn
Where n is a number or letter similar to those for Gn ranks, above, but indicating subspecies or variety.  For example, ‘G3TH’ indicates a species that is ranked G3 with this subspecies ranked as historic.

Q
Taxonomic status is questionable and the numeric rank may change with taxonomy.

?
The specified rank is uncertain; more information may be needed to assign a rank with certainty.

EO_NUM
Unique observation id number of the element occurrence for that particular species.

PRECISION
Precision Code.  One character code indicating relative level of mapping precision. 

Values and their definitions. 

S

Location is precise.  Most likely mapped at 1:24,000 scale or better.

M

Location is believed to be accurate to within a 1 mile radius.

G

General.  Location is known only from general information and believed to be accurate to within a 5-mile radius.

LAST_OBS
Last Observation.  Year in which the element was last observed to be present at the given location.

PRES_CODE
Presence Code.  One character code indicating whether or not the element occurrence is extant, historic, or extirpated.  

Values and their definitions.

E

Extant.  An element occurrence still believed to exist.

H

Historic.  An element occurrence that may exist but has not been verified recently.  Includes element occurrences recorded in reports or literature before 1977.

X

Extirpated.  A former element occurrence that no longer exists.  The habitat has been destroyed or the element has not been found on a subsequent visit, and is not expected to be rediscovered at this site.

EO_RANK
Element Occurrence Rank. Rank assigned as an assessment of the quality and viability of an individual element occurrence.  This rank, which is somewhat element specific, is based on condition and size of the occurrence and the quality of the immediate landscape.  EO_RANK represents the relative value of an element occurrence with respect to others of that element.  This rank is assigned by a professional biologist who has been trained in Heritage methodology and is familiar with the particular element. For each element, clearly defined Element Occurrence Specifications are developed and used to assure that different biologists would assign the same rank to any particular element occurrence.

Values and their definitions.


A = Excellent


B = Good


C = Fair


D = Poor

EO_CODE
Element Occurrence unique identifier.  Code is comprised of the El_code, the occurrence number of the observation, and ‘WA’ to uniquely tie the observation to the state of Washington.

GIS_UPDT
Last GIS Update Date.  Date assigned to each record represents the update version of the GIS data set.  WNHP schedules its update of WNHP approximately twice year.  Last GIS Update Date, in YYYYMMDD format, is replicated in all records with each update.
WNHP data over one year old should be updated by contacting The Washington Natural Heritage Program at Natural_Heritage_Program@dnr.wa.gov.
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